
Town of Romulus Planning Board 

Romulus Town Hall 1435 Prospect St. Willard NY, 14588 

Meeting Minutes September 5, 2024 

Call to Order 6:05 p.m. 

Members 

Janet Lynch - Present  

Cindy Meckley- Absent 

Tom Bouchard – Present 

Michele Bulley – Absent 

Albert Lester – Present  

Mark Schott - Present 

Kate Sinicropi – Present 

Robert Carrol - Excused 

Pat Morell, Town Attorney - Present 

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 

Approval of August 2024 Meeting Minutes: 

Mark made a motion to approve the August minutes with no corrections.  

Motion by: Mark Schott                                   Seconded by: Tom Bouchard/Motion Carried  

Old Business: 

New Leaf Solar Project –  

Pertaining to the SEQR resolution New Leaf Solar asked for copies of pages 2 and 3. Pat Morell stated he 
would email copies.  

To mitigate concerns of potential weather disruptions that large-scale solar farms might cause raised 
during the August Planning Board meeting. On September 4,2024 New Leaf Energy submitted a letter, 
along with a comprehensive written response from their outside consultant and a published study from 
North Carolina University titled Health and Safety Impacts of Solar Photovoltaics.  

It was determined that the study raising concerns was based on potential heat absorption of a simulated 
Solar Farm containing One Million panels. Pat Morell noted a Solar Farm of this magnitude would have a 
footprint larger than Seneca County.  

New Leaf Energy asked for consideration to progress their agenda. Pat Morell noted that a Special Use 
permit would be needed, also indicating this project would generally fall under the category of a Public 
Utility Standard. 



 

Pat advised the Board on process to properly address the Special Use Permit as well as the Public Utility 
Standard, advising the Board that a discussion was warranted, sighting all questions to steer the Boards 
decision. The Board could approve, deny with cause or approve with conditions. Five of Seven Board 
members are present, and this resolution could be approved with a minimum of Four votes. The Board 
proceeded with a lengthy discussion.  

Tom Bouchard asked if the panels rotate, New Leaf responded the panels rotate on an East to West axis 
following the path of the sun. 

Agricultural Impacts -  

The proposed project avoids any wetlands that may be present, complies with setback regulations and 
stays within regulation that limit lot coverage to a maximum of fifty percent, the remaining fifty percent 
will be retained by the current owner. The tenant farmer has been notified of the lease agreement and 
has arranged with the property owner to continue their operations.  

The Lease agreement between New Leaf Energy and the current property owner is in five-year 
increments for a maximum of twenty-five years.  

Albert Lester asked if there was a possibility of future expansion of the project, Pat advised that due to 
lot coverage regulation expansion would require a variance as well as another Special Use Permit.  

Landscaping –  

Bordering Bromka Rd and NY Rt. 14 will be planted with Evergreen and Shrubs including a diverse 
planting list to avoid the landscaping from being wholly compromised either by wildlife or disease. There 
is also a maintenance schedule within the proposal to care for the vegetation.  

Off Street Parking/Ingress/Egress –  

The only traffic present will be during the construction phase, there is no culvert required as the 
entrance is a high spot in the topography and limited parking will be needed after completion.  

Applicable Use –  

As there is no variance needed for the proposal it is determined to be an applicable use.  

Public Utility Standard –  

The proposed project would be considered a public necessity based on its ability to provide safe and 
adequate electrical service and would be contracted with New York State Electric and Gas. The project 
also aligns with NY States goal to reduce Carbon Emissions Fifty Percent by the year Twenty Thirty. 

It is in New Leaf Energy’s interest to seek a Special Use Permit vs. seeking an alternate location due to 
minimal clearing needing to be done, the proximity of the nearest Three Phase connection, located due 
East on E. Patrol Rd., and the nearest Sub-Station located two miles away on N. Patrol Rd. 

 

 



Negative Impacts –  

Kate Sinicropi referred to the Seneca County finding of an average Twenty-Five percent prime soil, New 
Leaf Energy responded it is prime soil if drained, there is no indication or record of draining tile being 
present, the proposed project has no need to drain the area for installation furthermore, there is no 
need to strip the existing topsoil. 

Albert Lester asked if the entire acreage has been historically farmed, New Leaf Energy responded yes it 
has, however this project is a temporary change in use, removing it from agricultural production. 

Change In Tax Status –  

New Leaf Energy assumes tax liability of its portion of leased land. In this instance there is no expected 
tax loss to the Town of Romulus or the Romulus Schol District, the change in use would increase the tax 
liability.  

Decommission Plan -    

Seneca County has imposed a condition that a Decommission Plan inclusive of a Bond, this plan is to be 
reviewed and approved by the town Attorney every three years. This plan would be based on the 
projected expense of removal of the Solar equipment.  

Tom Bouchard noted that the Decommissioning Bond was in place to protect the town when the Solar 
Farm reaches its end of use.  

Pat Morrel submitted a full summary Resolution to Grant a Special Use Permit to the Board and New 
Leaf Energy for review. (See Attached)  

A motion was made to approve the draft resolution. The resolution was passed 5-0 

Motion by: Tom Bouchard                                                       Seconded by: Kate Sinicropi/Motion Carried    

New Leaf Energy will confer with Pat Morrel to determine the length of the Special Use Permit and move 
forward with its completion of the NYSERTA application.                                             

Short Term Rentals Update – Comprehensive Plan Update -  

Tom Bouchard updated on the progress of the Comprehensive plan as well as Short Term Rentals, Tom 
shared a draft of the Comprehensive plan, Tom would also like to meet with local stakeholders to assess 
if there plans align with the proposed Comprehensive Plan. Both plans have been submitted to the 
Romulus Town Board for review.  

New Business: 

No new business.  

Planning Board Training –  

Full day training is available on October 25, 2024, at the Finger lakes BOCES. Registration ends on 
October 4, 2024.  

 



 

The Next Town of Romulus Planning Board Meeting is on October 7, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.  

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Motion by: Tom Bouchard                                                       Seconded by: Kate Sinicropi/Motion Carried    

Meeting Adjourned 7:43 p.m. 

Guests: Wilfred Nieves – New Leaf Energy, Ryan Abruzzo – Marathon Engineering 

 Adam Fishel – Marathon Engineering 

Respectfully Submitted, Mark C. Schott  

 

 

 

 


