
                                    Town of Romulus Planning Board 

                                               Minutes July 6, 2026 

                        Romulus Town Hall 1435 Prospect St., Willard NY 14588 

 

Roll Call                                                                         Visitor: Joshua Patchen 

Tom Bouchard - present 

Michelle Bulley – present 

Cindy Meckley – present 

Robert Carroll – excused 

Al Lester – present 

Kate Sinicropi – present 

Pat Morrell Attorney - present 

Quorum Declared 

Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve the minutes of June1st, 2026 made by Tom. Seconded by Al. 

Motion unanimously approved. 

Visitor Joshua Patchen invited to speak. Josh explained that he made a mistake when 

he sent his letter of interest to be on the Planning Board. Instead, in his letter he wrote 

Zoning Board. So, at the last Town Board meeting of June 17th, he was appointed to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, not the Planning Board. Pat gave him instructions on how to 

get this corrected. 

New Business 

1.  Moratorium approval June 17th. Next steps. The Town Board approved the 

Solar Moratorium on the 17th of June at the town board meeting. In discussion 

with Dave Hayes, Supervisor, Kate reported that he suggested contacting 

either MRB or Hunt Co., regarding a consultant to assist us with the committee 

for writing new solar zoning. Kate noted that we need representation from the 

Romulus Fire Department on the committee. Cindy stated that her son was a 

fireman and that she could contact them to request a representative. Pat 

stated that we would need a representative from the Town Board on the 



committee. Tom stated that he would look at his most recent documents from 

the training he had for contact information on presenters from MRB. Kate 

stated that we should have our Code Enforcement Officer on the committee as 

well. 

Kate reported that she had asked Joe McGrath about starting with definitions 

needed to be added to the Solar Zoning. He suggested we start by moving the 

existing Solar Zoning regulations into our full zoning regulations as that is 

where people would look for it. Place it in the Special Use Permit section. 

 

Kate recommended that members could look in other town’s zoning to get 

more current solar regulations. Towns such as Dryden and Tyre have new 

solar zoning. 

 

Pat explained that there are possible variances in the Solar Moratorium law. 

The Town Board can determine if there is a hardship (see Section 8. Hardship, 

Local Law 1 of 2026, Town of Romulus). Pat reported that we do have the 

Seneca Dairy application which is not complete and would fall within the 

moratorium. Kate also reported that she has a pending solar roof-top 

application on 96A. All the paperwork has not been received yet. 

 

2. Short-Term Rentals article. Al spoke about this article and the fact that there 

are 32 short-term rentals in the Town of Romulus. Al suggested, if the town 

required a permit, at $93.00 a permit, which would be over $3,000.00 in 

revenue for our Humane Society or for other uses. The short-term rentals are 

growing in the Romulus area and other towns have regulations. Kate 

suggested she could ask Dave to explain the Short-term rentals situation. 

Old Business 

Kate passed out a new form to be used for applicants needing a representative                     

in the process of completing the Special Use Permit. This form will be included in 

The Special Use Permit packet and on-line on the website. It does require a 

notary signature.  

Update on Large Data Centers: Kate reported that there is legislation on the 

Governor’s desk to establish a moratorium on the development of large data 

centers in New York State. Discussion on town moratoriums established in towns 

in towns around us. 

         Motion to adjourn made by Cindy. Second by Missy. Motion carried. 

         Next Planning Board meeting: August 3, 2026  


